Research Capability Hub
Flexible Fund Tier 1 - Application Form

Please return your completed form to rch-enquiries@open.ac.uk
If you require any changes to this form for accessibility, please contact rch-enquiries@open.ac.uk
Funding Criteria
Applications will be assessed against the following criteria:
1. Project Team: How does the application clearly demonstrate the team have the expertise and capacity to deliver the project?
2. Alignment with aims: How does the project align with Tier 1 strategic aims, and how does the course design, content and learning outcomes align with one or more of the priority themes? 
3. Quality & Feasibility: How does the application clearly demonstrate the proposed course design, teaching and assessment methods are appropriate for online learning and the target audience? How does the application clearly demonstrate the project can be delivered within the required timeframe?
4. Equality, Diversity, Inclusion & Accessibility (EDIA): How does the project promote and uphold the highest standards of EDIA (e.g., minority and diverse audiences, accessibility of resources, diverse project team)?
5. Benefit & Impact: How does the application clearly outline the likely benefit(s) to the target audience and how the course will contribute to capacity building in social science research? How does the application clearly demonstrate how the training course is innovative (e.g., use of technology, teaching methods)?
6. Budget Justification: How does the application provide adequate justification for all costs outlined in the budget?
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Part A: Project Specification

Project Details
	Project Title
	

	Priority Theme(s) Being Addressed
	

	Project Description (150 words)
	

	Proposed Start Date
	

	Duration of Grant (up to 6 months)
	



Details of Project Lead
(must be led by researcher based in an organisation eligible to receive UKRI funding)
	Name
	

	Organisation
	

	Email
	

	What career stage are you?
	☐  Early career researcher
	☐  Mid-career researcher
	☐  Established researcher

	Provide a brief description of the Project Lead's role, expertise, experience, skills or specialist knowledge relevant to the proposed project. 
	



All Other Collaborating Applicants
	Name
	Organisation
	Role in the project
	Relevant Expertise (brief description)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Applicants whose contract ends before the proposed project must include a confirmation letter from the eligible Research Organisation they intend to be based at, stating that they will be supported for the entire duration of the grant if it is successful, as per Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) research funding guidance.
Part B: Project Proposal
Project Overview (300 words)
Please provide a statement outlining the following:
· How does the project align with Tier 1 strategic aims, and how does the course design, content and learning outcomes align with one or more of the priority themes?


Course Design (400 words)
· Outline the course aims.
· Demonstrate how the proposed course design, teaching and assessment methods are appropriate for online delivery and tailored to the target audience.
· Demonstrate how EDIA principles have been incorporated throughout the design and delivery of the course.



Benefit and Impact (300 words)
· How does the application clearly outline the likely benefit(s) to the target audience and how the course will contribute to capacity building in social science research?
· How does the application clearly demonstrate how the training course is innovative (e.g., use of technology, teaching methods) and differ from existing provision?


Part C: Project Planning and Implementation
Please provide the following additional documents:
I. Timeline, including key dates
II. Risk assessment (template available at www.rch.ac.uk)

Part D: Budget Justification
Budget Breakdown (500 max words)
Please provide a breakdown of the costs associated with your project using the Budget Template (available at www.rch.ac.uk). Adequate justification must be provided for all costs. Please refer to the ESRC research funding guide – UKRI when completing your budget breakdown. 

Part E: Consent & Declarations
Data Protection
	The information provided in this application form (and additional information such of budget tables, risk assessments, etc.) will be treated as confidential and used for the purposes of assessing the application and provision of reporting to ESRC/UKRI.

	We consent to the information provided on this application form being processed as required to assess the application and administer the RCH Flexible Fund
	​☐


	We consent to be contacted by the RCH in relation to this application. 
	☐


Declaration of Artificial Intelligence Use
I used generative AI tools in the development of this application.	Yes ☐ No ☐
If you answered ‘Yes’, please provide details of the extent to which AI was used.


Declaration
Please read and confirm the following points before signing your application.
☐ I confirm that the information provided in this application is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge.
☐ I confirm that all named project Team Members have agreed to participate in the proposed project. 
☐ I confirm that I have obtained, or will obtain prior to the start of the project, any institutional approvals or permissions required for this application and the proposed activities. 
☐ I confirm that I am authorised to submit this application on behalf of the project team.
☐ I understand that, once submitted, my application may not be amended.

Signature of Project Lead
	Signed:
	

	Dated:
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